
The Facts

Poor, delayed or impaired 
language skills:
	

 l	 Impact	on	social	and
	 	 emotional	development

	 l	 Can	occur	alone	or	with	other
	 	 difficulties

	 l	 Performance	at	school	or	in
	 	 other	learning	environments

Useful Websites
www.ican.org.uk
www.hanen.org.uk
www.afasic.org.uk
www.specialed.about.com

For further 
information on this 
issue please contact:

Training	&	Development	
Support	Officer	for		
Northern	Ireland
The	Boys’	Brigade	NI	Headquarters
	 Rathmore	House
	 126	Glenarm	Road
	 LARNE
	 BT40	1DZ
	 Tel.	028	2827	2794
	 Fax.	028	2827	5150
	 email:	nitraining@boys-brigade.org.uk

or

Mr	Colin	Millar
Boys’	Brigade	Disability		
Network	Consultant
	 25	Whitethorne	Brae
	 Newtownards
	 Co.	Down
	 BT23	8EX
	 Tel.	028	9181	2398

(Compiled by: Colin Millar)
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Northern Ireland Headquarters  
& National Training Centre

Rathmore House, 126 Glenarm Road, Larne, Co. Antrim BT40 1DZ 

Tel: 028 2827 2794   
Email: larne@boys-brigade.org.uk  

Web: www.bbni.org.uk

DisaBility

NorThErN IrElaNd

Poor
Listening

Skills

Poor Listening skills

Basic Facts for 
Leaders



Useful Strategies
	 l	 Reduce	background	noise

	 l	 Slow	down

	 l	 Repeat	instructions

	 l	 Use	visual	prompts

	 l	 Ensure	task	difficulty	is

	 	 appropriate

	 l	 Pause	regularly	between	sets

	 	 of	instructions

	 l	 Repeat,	rephrase,	recheck!

reasons for Poor  
lIstenIng skIlls — 
	

	 l	 Adults	voice	is	too	fast

	 l	 Adults	voice	is	too	quiet

	 l	 Language	being	used	is:
	 n	 Too	long
	 n	 Too	complex

	 l	 Motivation	is	low

	 l	 Task	is	too	complex	or	simple

General Features
Recognising	a	boy	who	has	poor	
listening	skills.

A	boy	may	display	the	following:

	 l	 Easily	distracted	by	
	 	 background	noise	and	
	 	 visual	factors

	 l	 Very	fidgety,	difficulty	sitting
	 	 still

	 l	 Poor	eye	contact	with	the
	 	 person	who	is	speaking	to
	 	 them

	 l	 Speaking	out	of	turn

	 l	 Difficulty	following	
	 	 instructions	or	responding	to
	 	 questions	appropriately

	 l	 Disruptive/restless

NorThErN IrElaNd

DisaBility

anchor Boy
All	aspects	of	programme	that	
involves	listening	to	instructions

Crafts
games 	
story 	

Junior section
All	aspects	of	programme	that	
involves	listening	to	instructions	

Crafts 
Pe
fIgure marCHIng, etC.

Company section
All	aspects	of	programme	that	
involves	listening	to	instructions

Badge work
Pe
drIll, etC.

Areas of the 
BB programme 
which would present 
difficulty for the boy


